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November 29. It being the King's custom, as he returned from his walk before dinner from St. James's Park, to discourse the foreign ministers, who usually attended to meet him in the ante-chamber, he did it that day upon the subject of the hard measure done him by my Lord Sliaftesbury's jury; and it foil to my si i are to explain several things in French before his Majesty relating to that matter.
December 1. A particular private sessions was appointed to be sat at Westminster to take a return made by order of the King and Council of the number of all papists (foreign and others) residing within that liberty ; but the return was so defective that upon my motion the constables were sent back and ordered to make another a week after, and to give it in upon oath. Matters ran very high at this time against that interest.
December 4. Was at the sessions at Hick's Hall for the county of Middlesex, where I assisted. The same day the King declared his displeasure against the Duke of Monmouth in several particulars, but especially upon his offering to be bail for my Lord Slmftcslmry. The next/ day lie disposed of the Master of the Horse's place to the Duke of Richmond, his son by the Duchess of Portsmouth, and gave the command of one of his regiments of foot guards to the Duke of Grafton, his second natural son by the Duchess of Cleveland. The King, to comply with the times—for everybody suspected it was not his inclination —sent for the justices of the peace of Middlesex to appear before him in Council, where he gave them a severe reprimand, for so remissly enquiring after the number of papists, and the prosecution of them. He spoke not himself, but did it by my Lord Chancellor, and directed (.hat strict care should be had and taken about it for the time to come.
The same day, coming from visiting the Duchess of Portsmouth, my Lord Halifax took me home with him
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